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Fr John’s Message at Easter 
 

 

As daylight increases and 

winter gives way to spring, 

nature reminds us of the 

movement from darkness to 

light and death to life. 

Christian author, C.S. Lewis, 

tells us that the patterns in 

nature are not unlike those found 

in the spiritual realm. There is always 

the consistent connection between darkness and 

light, dying and rising, descending and ascending. 

Christianity, Lewis claims, encompasses many of 

nature's patterns. As a seed is buried in the ground 

and springs forth as a tree, helping to oxygenate the 

planet and enabling life, so, in Christ's dying and 

rising, mortals put on immortality, the finite 

becomes infinite, and the dead are raised to life.  

 

At the heart of Christianity is the claim, put so well 

by St. Athanasius, that 'God became man so that 

man could become god.' Human beings are more 

than flesh and blood. We are also spirit, and indeed, 

at the very depth of our being, we are life and light. 

The central character in spiritual descending and 

ascending, from the perspective of Christianity, is 

Jesus, the son of Mary, and the Son of God. He was 

the Logos of God, the Word through whom all 

things were made, who emptied himself, becoming 

fully human. His descent was not just from eternity 

into time but from LIFE into death.  

 

In the Orthodox Church there is often found icons 

depicting Jesus descending into the grave of Adam 

and Eve and then ascending from the abyss with 

both of them in hand. Here the message is clear, in 

Jesus, death is swallowed up in victory, as St. Paul 

says. Easter speaks about what it truly means to be a 

human being. Ours is not an existence simply from 

the cradle to the grave, although many good and 

intelligent people believe it is just that. But, why not 

be open to the possibility that there could be more  

 

to life that the few years we have here on earth? 

Why not ponder being part of a cosmic event that is 

far greater and more wonderful? 

 

Christianity is entering its 21st century, with more 

than 2.4 billion followers in the world today. While 

some may be nominal, many others will say that 

Jesus is real for them, a living, empowering 

presence in their life. A few months ago, several 

Middle Eastern Christians were offered the chance 

to save their lives if they simply denied their faith in 

Christ. They were in no hurry to die and not on any 

kind of search for martyrdom. In fact, they were 

away from home working hard to make a living for 

their families who were waiting for them. But, faced 

with the demand, 'Deny Christ and Live,' they knelt 

and said the Lord's Prayer, which includes 'forgive 

us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us,' and died faithful to Jesus. 

 

Christians are taught that life is precious and sacred. 

Jesus wept and asked that the cup of suffering and 

death he was about to face be taken away from him. 

We are not to be careless about life and we know 

that death has a sting. At the same time, we know 

that Christ accepted the cup of suffering and death. 

But, that was not the final word. From the Christian 

perspective, his dying destroyed death, conquered 

the grave, and restored life. His descending into our 

earthly reality allows us to ascend to his heavenly 

reality. 

 

This is the message of Easter, my 

friends: Christ has died. Christ has 

risen. The Lord has risen indeed! 

Alleluia!  
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Re-imagining Our Church Home  
 

One of the realities of church life today is 

that we have more buildings than 

parishioners to fill them. The Diocese 

of Ottawa has made sound stewardship 

of its properties a top priority. Each 

parish is invited to prayerfully and realistically 

consider its buildings and their uses. St. Martin's 

church is doing its due diligence with respect to this 

diocesan priority. Most parishes in our area have the 

capacity to continue on as normal for the next 

decade or so. However, unless certain realities are 

faced and real opportunities seized, a decade from 

now, without having done anything, several 

parishes may be in a precarious situation. Therefore, 

as good stewards, our parish decided several years 

ago to establish a committee to look into potential 

property developments that would accomplish two 

goals:  

 

 first, support the mission of the parish 

through a complementary development 

project and,  

 second, generate necessary income through 

such a development project that would 

substantially fund all or a large part of the 

parish budget long term. 

 

St. Martin's Parish honours the past, engages the 

present, and embraces the future. Since its 

beginning, the parish has been a nurturing 

community encouraging one another in living out 

the Christian faith. Vibrant Sunday worship has 

been complemented by meaningful engagement 

with the diocese and universal church, as well as the 

wider community, and indeed the world. From 

sponsoring and supporting Vietnamese families to 

establish new and successful lives in Canada to 

genuine encouragement of Syrian refugees, St. 

Martin's expresses a very practical model of 

Christianity as demonstrated by its patron saint, 

who shared his coat with a near naked beggar. As 

the parish looks to the future, it is with practical  

 

 

 

service in mind, nurtured by inspiring worship. The 

re-development committee has been working since  

2009 to ponder various options of development 

going forward.  

 

The re-development committee, currently chaired 

by Glenn Bloodworth and co-chaired by Sara Ryan, 

has held two focused discussions to date with more 

to follow in the coming weeks as well as a planned 

town-hall type meeting for all members of the 

parish before the summer period.  

 

In broad strokes here are some of the re-

development possibilities identified by the re-

development committee since 2009. No decision 

has been made at all and all options will be fully 

explored. The final decision will be made by the 

parish as a whole and when all the facts about all 

the options are available.  Of critical importance is 

the parish’s affirmation of embracing God’s future 

and its faithful stewardship to maintain vitality, 

vibrancy, and sustainability.  

 

1. Status Quo - Leave the parish property as it is 

now and repair only those things that must be 

attended to.  

 

2. Renovate/Modernize - Keep the property as 

it is currently but invest in its complete renovation 

and modernization, including a new elevator 

system, new plumbing, better accessibility, etc.  

 

3. Refigure/Reduce Current Layout 

Reduce the current property size - remove the 

Christian Education Center, downsize the sanctuary 

– moving altar and chancel toward the center of the 

nave, put offices and classrooms where current 

sanctuary area is. This plan will reduce overall size 

of the building, and be more energy efficient. The 

outcome of this plan is that it provides less seating 

capacity and does away with Christian Education 

Center, including fellowship hall, and all of the 

basement area of the center. This will mean a loss of 

current rental income capacity. 
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4. Rework for Rental Space - Remove 

rectory and Christian Education Center and in their 

space build a new building, either as a senior's 

complex or a number of town houses, to be used as 

rental income. This plan would allow greater 

development of the property and increase rental 

potential. As well, it would leave the current church 

building and parish hall as is. Ideally this plan 

would be funded by a private developer who would 

pay a lease rate to the parish for use of the land. The 

downside to this plan might be that it is not a big 

enough project to interest a private development 

company. In addition, there would still be some cost 

associated with ensuring the current church and 

parish hall are upgraded and fully modernized to 

meet the needs of the parish long term. 

 

5. Make a New Beginning This plan would 

mean returning the current property to ‘green space’ 

and starting fresh.  It would involve removing the 

Rectory, the Christian Education Center, and the 

Church and thereby permit the fullest possible 

development of the property. Such a plan may allow 

the parish to develop the site with mission in mind – 

such as a retirement facility and having a pastoral 

ministry to elders who live there. This plan would 

include a new church building, fully accessible, 

multi-purpose, and designed with long term needs 

and opportunities in mind.  The advantage of this 

plan is that it may be of greater interest to a private 

developer and provide the highest income 

generation to the parish. Downside is that this plan 

will be for many parishioners a very emotionally 

difficult change even though the cherished features 

of the current church, such as the wood and stained 

glass windows, would be incorporated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change is never easy even when necessary. Perhaps 

it can be less challenging when there is time and 

opportunity to ponder and reflect upon how best to 

respond to needed change and to be in control of 

that change so that it is not forced upon us by 

circumstances but by our own decisions and 

preferences. When we look carefully at all the pros 

and cons of various options and ensure a process for 

sound and cohesive decision making, then maybe 

change can be less painful and even hopeful, 

uplifting, and life-giving. 

 

‘Our necessity is God’s opportunity.’ J.B. Phillips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


